A BRASIVE accidents in swimming pools are .tvnot rare. They may occur in diving, in getting in or out of the pool, or in underwater swimming. Most frequently such accidents involve the bridge of the nose, the elbows, or the knees. Although in themselves they are seldom of consequence, it has recently been recognized that this type of accident may lead to inoculation lupus vulgaris, granulomatous tuberculosis lesions, or other tuberculosis-like lesions.
Mycobacterium tuberculosis
Hellerstrom (1) , in 1951, reviewed six cases of inoculation lupus vulgaris, some of which he had reported as early as 1939 (2) . They were all associated with swimming-pool injuries. De In commenting on these papers, Sulzberger and Baer (5a) suggested that the etiology was questionable. They pointed out that the smegma bacillus may be present in pools in large numbers and also that this organism when inoculated into the skin produced a "tuberculoid type of response." Mycobacterium balnei In a comprehensive monograph, Linell and Norden (6) summarized previous studies and described an epidemic of 80 cases of benign skin ulceration in Orebro, Sweden. They isolated a previously unknown Mycobacterium very similar to Koch's bacillus and gave it the specific name balnei.
Linell and Norden's cases were characterized by a papular lesion of spongy consistency which was typically located on the outside of the elbow. The lesion grew slowly and eventually crusted, with scaling of the surrounding skin. Thick secretion developed under the crust and healing proceeded slowly, leaving a bluish-red soft scar. The wlhole sequence could last 2 years, especially if complicated by purulent infection. Histologically most of the lesions were granulomatous, and acid-fast bacilli were demonstrated in only one case. However, the organism was isolated from both the water and the walls of the swimming pool associated with the epidemic, and laboratory studies on animals and human volunteers (the authors) proved conclusively that M. balnei was the etiological agent. No Nine cases of post-swimming-pool abrasion infections diagnosed as tuberculosis verrucosa cutis were observed by Rees and Bennett (10) in Sani Francisco. The clinical picture was quite different from that given by Hellerstr6m. As to the etiology, Rees 
